
Upcoming Building Dates 

@HomeLearning Begins   March 16th 

Spring Break Begins    March 27th 

School Resumes     April 6th 

The Grizzly News 
 

Be sure to check out this week’s edition of the Grizzly News by 
clicking on the link below. 

 

 GRIZZLY NEWS 

https://youtu.be/oMm2LnT2Wmc


 

Academic Team 
 

The Franklin Academic teams competed in the Franklin 
Invitational last week. The English team came in first while the 
Social Studies team took second place.  

 

 

Business Professionals 
 

Students from the Business Professionals of America competed in their state competition March 8-10th.  The team had a great day as six students 
qualify for Nationals. 

    

Network Design Team  2nd place Damon Dickey, Kendall Mirise, & Patia Pierson 

 

Economic Individual  2nd place  Abby DeArmitt 

 

Entrepreneurship   2nd place Belma Duheric 

 

Prepared Speech   1st place  Abby Nagel 



SPOTLIGHT 

Mr. Hammond-Wood:    Band / Percussion 

 

Tell us a little about you.   

I am in my third year at FCHS as the assistant band director/percussion director. I grew up in the small town of Spencer, 

IN and went to Indiana State University for my undergraduate degree in music education and masters degree in music 

performance. After graduating I took a job working with the band program at Center Grove schools and taught there for 

nine years. I met my wife while teaching a group out in Wyoming eight years ago. She moved to Indianapolis from 

Florida and works at the Indianapolis Zoo with the primates (lemurs, gibbons, orangutans, etc).  
 

What are your hobbies?  
I try to maintain a hobby that is not music related to force my brain to decompress. One of my favorite musical hobbies 

would be to compose and arrange music. Four years ago I arranged a collection of music solos and the major music 

publisher I approached first picked it up! The book was finally released last fall. You can Mainstream Mallets at 

www.tapspace.com if interested. 

 What is one fun thing people probably do not know about you?  

I got to perform in the 2012 Super Bowl Star Spangled Banner with Kelly Clarkson and the Super Bowl half time show 

with Madonna. It was a very fun learning experience to see how professional musicians prepare for a performance that 100 million people from around the world are 

going to watch. Being there for the pre game celebrations on the football field was a memory I will never forget! 
  

Who was your favorite teacher and why? 
My favorite teacher in high school was my band director, Rusty Bottomley. He is the reason I am in the position I am today. Rusty always knew how to hold students 

accountable while still keeping things fun. He has since become one of my best friends and am thankful for the memories he gave our program.  
  

If you could sit down with one famous musician who would it be, and why? 
It would be very difficult to pick one person but I’d go with Lady Gaga at this point in time. I would love to pick her brain on how she created her persona and why 

she chose the route that she did from a performer’s aspect. She dropped out of one of the most prestigious music schools in the world to become a pop star. It would 

be interesting to hear her story and background. 

http://www.tapspace.com


 

 

 

 

 
   
 
The Varsity Boys Basketball team’s season came to an end last Friday night at Shelbyville in the Semi-Finals of the IHSAA Sectional in a 
hard fought game against Center Grove.  Congratulations to all of the players and coaches on a good season. 
 
 

Sportsmanship & Athletes of the Month 
 

Congratulations to the follow students for being nominated and selected as Sportsmanship or Athlete of the Month.   
 

Kabria Chapman               Cade Oliver               McKillip Ratzlaff 
                                 Female Athlete              Male Co-Athlete                            Male Co-Athlete 
   Swimming            Swimming     Swimming 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Marissa Kelley       Savannah Strain     Reid Geisler 
          Female C0-Sporstmanship                   Female Co-Sportsmanship                     Male Sportsmanship 
   Wrestling             Wrestling    Basketball 



 

 

 
 

FFA 
 
Franklin FFA competed in the District Leadership Contest this past weekend.  The following students represented FCHS in the competition. 
  
   Amsi Cory      2nd   Freshman Public Speaking  
   Morgan Wade      3rd   Horticulture Demonstration 
   Morgan Wade & Mary Armstrong   3rd   Food Science Demonstration  
   Jasper Carter        Creed Speaking 
   Makayla Cory       Animal Science Demonstration 
   Ben Jones       Natural Resources Demonstration 
   Tyler Williams       Extemporaneous Speaking 
 

FCCLA 
 

Congratulations to our FCCLA students who competed at the FCCLA State Leadership Conference in Muncie last week.  Our students 
earned four gold medals and two participation awards. 
 

Gold Medal Winners: 
        
       Sophia Dahl     2 Gold Medals 
       Makayla Oliver 
       Olivia Rickelman 

 
Participation Awards: 

        
       Alexis Lynch 
       Alejandra Giddens 
        
Alejandra Giddens was one of the 13 FCCLA members who modeled a garment she constructed in the CCLA Indiana Fashion Show.  



 

 

 

Band 
 
The FCHS Jazz Band performed at the ISSMA Jazz Festival this weekend 
at Brownsburg East Middle School. The Jazz Ensemble received a Gold 
Rating with Distinction. This is the first time the Jazz Band has received the 
'with Distinction' honor! 
 
The Indoor Percussion ensemble competed this weekend at Perry 
Meridian High School and placed second out of 11 in Class A. The Indoor 
Percussion ensemble continues their season next weekend at Franklin 
Central High School in the Winter Guard International (WGI) Indianapolis 
Regional competition.  
 
The Winter Guard competed in the IHSCGA state competition and 
advanced to the state semi-finals. The last competition of the Winter Guard 
season will be next weekend as they travel to Highland Heights, Kentucky 
and Hamilton, Ohio for the Winter Guard International (WGI) Mid East 
Power Regional. 

 

Choir 
 

This past Saturday all of Franklin's Show Choir Teams competed at 
East Noble High school and won all four contests of the day.  The women's 
varsity Sensations show choir was named Grand Champion for the 3rd 
time this season.  Kayln Dickey was named best Soloist.   
 
The varsity mixed Heritage show choir was also named Grand 
Champions.  Addie Mudd was named Best Female Soloist.  In the 
Festival Show Choir Division the JV mixed Legacy was named Grand 
Champions.  This is their first ever Grand Championship.  In the Solo 
Competition Addie Mudd was the overall solo winner. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SENIORS:  Due to the recent events, we canceled the Finalizing Financial Aid Night originally scheduled for Wednesday, March 18th.  We are 

looking at rescheduling it after spring break.  We will keep you posted. 

 

ALL STUDENTS:  Financial Aid and FAFSA Completion Night will also be cancelled. Unfortunately, due to a full schedule we will not be able to 

reschedule this event.  If you do have questions please contact our counseling office for support or information on resources.  

 

      

     Make sure to follow us on Twitter and Instagram:  @fchsguidance 

     Make sure to follow us on Facebook:    FCHS Counseling Department 


